Importance of Proper Utilization of International Classification of Diseases 10th Revision and Clinical Documentation in Modern Payment Models.
Health care payment models are changing rapidly, and the measurement of outcomes and costs is increasing. With the implementation of International Classification of Diseases 10th revision (ICD-10) codes, providers now have the ability to introduce a precise array of diagnoses for their patients. More specific diagnostic codes do not eliminate the potential for vague application, as was seen with the utility of ICD-9. Complete, accurate, and consistent data that reflect the risk, severity, and complexity of care are becoming critically important in this new environment. Orthopedic specialty organizations must be actively involved in influencing the definition of value and risk in the patient population. Now is the time to use the ICD-10 diagnostic codes to improve the management of patient conditions in data.